
 

“Most great learning happens in groups. Collaboration is the stuff of growth.” 
-Sir Ken Robinson Ph.D.  

Our school board set aside 

money for either more Edu-

cational Assistant help or to 

hire a part-time teacher.  After lots of 

thought and discussion the Academic 

Team (Kerry Fuller, Pat Alvord, Holly 

Amann, Sam Alvord and Amy 

Schumacher) agreed to advertise for a 

teacher with very specific qualifica-

tions.  We needed a highly qualified 

teacher with expertise in special educa-

tion and reading and math intervention 

for children needing special attention 

to catch up to grade level.  We hoped 

we could find a person who may well 

become our second full-time teacher 

when our enrollment grows in the next 

couple of years.  It would help if our 

new hire had experience in art, music, 

theater, physical education, outdoor 

education and might along with having 

these qualifications, turn out to inhabit 

our neighborhood and lastly hit it off 

with the rest of our staff!  We had one 

serious applicant and it so happens that 

we could check off everyone of the 

points on our wish list after having 

several of us interview her.  A graduate 

of Southern Oregon University, Ann 

has taught in Hawaii for decades and is 

now relocating closer to her mother 

who owns a ranch in Klamath County.  

Ann has been staying with friends in 

our community for several months and 

has been able to rent a home at Lin-

coln.  Come by and meet Ann. 

Welcome Teacher Ann Oliva! 
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Pinehurst Pen:  

A Weekly Journal 
One of the benefits of placing our main com-

munication onto the website is that we can 

keep our constituents freshly informed.  As 

our virtual visitors learn of Pinehurst, we 

hope to be able to feed from the wisdom and 

insight that may well come from individuals 

responding to our ongoing situation.  Thus 

this new feature of our website,  Pinehurst 

Pen promises to be a column in which our 

administrator, Sam Alvord, keeps the flow of 

information moving and offers visitors to our 

website a personal presence. 
Full STEAM Ahead! 

Our teacher and curriculum director, 

Kerry Fuller, along with her staff of 

teachers Ann Oliva, Pat Alvord and 

e d u c a t i o n a l  a s s i s t a n t ,  A m y 

Schumacher, has begun to put in 

place a dynamic science, technology, 

engineering, art and math curriculum 

to meet all state standards and insure 

that this school has kids fully engaged 

at their desks, in the laboratory, out on 

the stream side or mountain glade, on 

stage or in the art center. 

Pinehurst District and Pinehurst School 
Foundation  Website Up and Running 

The days of passing on information by put-

ting flyers in the mail  box have gone the 

way of the Greyhound cruising between Ash-

land and Klamath twice daily.  This summer 

we launched the fully renovated Pinehurst 

Website.  We will keep it updated weekly 

and it is designed to both keep our district 

residents up to speed on all aspects of our 

district and to serve as the gateway of infor-

mation and invitation to prospective stu-

dents and their families from anywhere on 

earth. So please place this website: 

www.pinehurst.k12.or.us on your favor-

ites list and check in on us at will.  Also, pass 

the word on to other neighbors, friends and 

any prospective Greensprings residents. 

Transportation Talks  

in Full Swing with Ashland 
Early this year, administrators Holly 

Amann, Sam Alvord and Tracy Gault 

began to implement a plan, endorsed 

by the Pinehurst board of directors 

(Alison Kling, Ben Schumacher, Jesse Randall and 

Paddy McGuire) to find ways to attract students 

from Ashland and other neighboring districts to 

attend our school.  We opened discussions with both 

board and administrators in Ashland District 5, as 

well as entertaining numerous inquiries and visits 

from out-of-district parents and children.  Because 

of our low student-teacher ratio, location in the 

Monument, success with combining Common Core 

achievement with alternative programs such as Out-

door Education, theater, art and music, families in 

the valley are seriously interested in having the 

option of enrolling their sons and daughters here.  

This is clearly most appealing to parents of children 

in grades 2-5.  The reason we have not enrolled any 

of these prospective out-of-district students is the 

lack of a bona fide bus program as we have had for 

the last hundred years to transport our high school-

ers to Ashland.  Officials in Ashland have promised 

to explore the possibility of agreeing with our board 

on a contract with the Ashland to send a bus with 

children up and down every day.  Our goal is to 

either have an agreement or pursue another option 

by February 1, 2017.  

Sam and Pat Announce Retirement in June 2017 

Some of you remember attending a retirement party 

for Pat Alvord in 2004.  She made the decision after 

22 years to step aside so she would be free to help 

out with her ailing parents in New York.  A couple 

years later, she was asked to return part-time as our 

school’s learning specialist and music teacher.  Sam 

Alvord has been a forty-year presence at Pinehurst 

mostly as a board member, volunteer grounds 

keeper, resident playwright and for the last five 

years the school’s principal and district’s administra-

tor. It feels like the fullness of time for Pat to have 

time to indulge her love of gardening and have the 

time to explore other means of making life wonder-

ful.  Sam will probably stay on as the school 

grounds keeper, but the current staff pos-

sesses all the powers necessary to ensure 

effective administration for Pinehurst 

School and District.  

Reminder Corner: 
9/12- School Board Mtg. 7 PM 
9/22- Back to School Night Potluck 6 PM 
9/29- Delgani String Quartet 
10/1- PSF Pancake Breakfast 
10/5- PSF Mtg. 7 PM 
10/12- School Picture Day 
10/14- Inservice Day 
10/17- Conferences 

http://www.pinehurst.k12.or.us

