
 

DO NOT BLINK....or February will 

pass you by! 

 

We are gearing up for Celebration of the 

Arts, scheduled for February 23rd at 

6:30 P.M. This means that we will be 

doing all things ART... writing, music, 

clay, puppets, and more!  

 

We will  also be welcoming our new 

friends, the Trout family. Our eggs were 

delayed because of cold weather, so we 

now expect them in the next few weeks. 

 

We  are thrilled to announce that we will 

be exploring a new topic at Pinehurst. 

Thanks to Sarah Fowler, and her train-

ing in "Mindfulness in the Schools", we 

will be learning some new techniques to 

increase our focus and engagement. 

These easy steps two times a week can 

teach helpful, lifelong skills. If you have 

any questions, please see me! 

 

The annual Valentines party will take 

place on the 14th at  12:00 P.M. We will 

pass out our Valentines and play some 

games. Feel free to join us for the fun! 

 

February 16th we will be taking a trip to 

Science Works in Ashland. Afterwards 

we will enjoy some pizza and head 

home. Watch for permission slips to 

come home. 

 

As always, I look forward to a great 

month with a wonderful group of kid-

dos! 

Pinehurst School District 
February 2017 

 

“One child, one teacher, one book, one pen can change the world.”  
― Malala Yousafzai 

2/1: PSF Mtg. 7:00 PM 

2/13: School Board Mtg. 7:00 PM 

2/14: Valentine’s Day Party 12noon 

2/16: Science Works Field Trip 

2/20: President’s Day Holiday 

2/23: Celebration of the Arts 6:30 PM 

REMINDER CORNER 

KERRY’S CORNER 

Fitness at Pinehurst 
As our teachers and staff greet each of the preciously cute five-year-olds who show 

up for Kindergarten at Pinehurst, we have two goals in mind. Provide these little jumping 
jacks with a place they can learn without fear. Help them maintain their natural instinct to 
experience the wonder and power of mastering numbers and words. Two obstacles stand in 
the way which every parent knows and which we cooperate to help each child overcome: a 
child’s sense that he or she is the center of the universe and the child’s facility to believe that 
what he or she fantasizes is real.  These little ones are too young to grasp that their natural 
self-centeredness and imagined views of the outside world need adjustment if they are going 
to get along with others.   

Every adult member of the school community tries each day, in cooperation with 
parents, to help the kids learn civility or what we might call “social fitness.” That is, we strive 
to help the child realize that she “fits in” and deserves to be a member of the school. At the 
same time we try to develop “fitness”: helping each child to grow strong, confident and capa-
ble as participants in the shared daily work of learning.  Social fitness sets the goal of helping 
kids to modify actions such as: interrupting, blurting out opinions, hitting, teasing, rudeness, 
disobedience, whining, lying, etc.  And of course dealing with the child’s absolute conviction 
that he or she is the victim who is misunderstood and, in fact, is always right and justified.  
When we sum it up like this, it sounds like an impossible task.  

It isn’t. One of the greatest rewards of teaching children is the high probability that 
as the child gains social acceptance and academic progress, they relax into the freedom to 
be themselves in positive and helpful ways.  As fears subside and successes pile up their 
eyes open to the possibilities for the fun and adventure of challenging academic work with 
others their age and the adults in the school. They break out of the bubble of only seeing 
themselves and start seeing their connections as helpful and rewarding.  They discover that 
not only receiving, but giving, offer personal reward.  If you want to see evidence of this at 
Pinehurst this year, enjoy the video of the recent holiday play we are sending home this 
week.  Consider it your child’s report card of weeks of patient and enjoyable learning, stimu-
lating and challenging practice and cooperation among a community of six through sixty-nine-
year olds.  When we introduced the play to the children in November, the only question they 
all asked was:  “What is my part?”  By the time we ended the performance the question was: 
“How did we do?” 

In the mean time we all went to work: kids and adults.  We needed to marshal skills 
in art, math, language arts, music and theater arts to offer a production our audience would 
enjoy and applaud.  The lines were quite challenging for a cast of children whose average 
age is less than seven. At the same time they mastered some difficult hand bell and vocal 
music, lots of presentation skills and a good deal of cooperation and shared responsibility. 
Throughout the long rehearsals, the tedious memorizing, and all the tasks that go into putting 
on a play, each child accepted the responsibility of fulfilling her part and subduing instincts 
which distracted from the goal of a theatrical success. Our teachers excel at guiding children 
toward that transformation without creating guilt or fear. 

This web of learned social fitness skills and academic achievement is not measured 
with an examination or a quiz.  Whatever Happened to the Grinch? demonstrated project-
centered, interdependent, interdisciplinary education that allowed each child to make a sub-
stantial contribution with his or her particular gifts and blossoming skills. Their imaginations 
spun at full throttle and they realized just how important understanding and 
accepting each others’ part insure a quality production.  It makes learning so 
rewarding to belong to such successes.  Thanks Folks, for allowing us to 
share in this partnership of helping you to grow fit sons and daughters. 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/7064545.Malala_Yousafzai

