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 Have you had enough snow? 
Rumor has it that very soon you will 
begin to see less of the white stuff 
and more of the green. That is a 
sure sign of an upswing in Outdoor 
Education. On March 16th & 17th, 
the class will spend the night at the 
school and have one and a half 
days of outdoor learning. We will 
have guest teachers and many out-
ings, plus a campfire and songs! We 
are secretly hoping that our Trout 
will be ready for release at the 
same time. If not, we look forward 
to a different release day in March.  
Students will begin evaluating habi-
tats to see if our dear fry can live 
and grow within them.   
 We will finish out the month 
with Spring Break, and return in 
April ready to study and review for 
State testing in May.  
 Please continue to watch out 
for incoming notices and permis-
sion slips for all of the events…. Lit-
tle leprechauns tend to wreak 
havoc this time of the year 
and I wouldn't want anyone 
to miss out! 

Let us remember: One book, one pen, one child, and one teacher can change the world.  

--Malala Yousafzai 

Reminder Corner 
3/2: Inservice Day 
3/3: Conferences 
3/12: Daylight Savings Begins 
3/13: School Board Mtg. 7:00 PM 
3/16-3/17: Overnight field trip at  
Pinehurst 
3/27-3/31: Spring Break 
4/3: Classes resume 

 

Fire Free Friends  
 Do you know who owns our school cam-
pus?  Not the Pinehurst School District Board of 
directors. They are responsible for the buildings 
on the school property and the programs and 
people who work here. The land all belongs to 
the United States Bureau of Land Management 
(BLM). The school district leases the land for a 
few dollars a year. In exchange for the gift of the 
land, our community is responsible to take care 
of it. That means we do the same kind of clean 
up most of us do at our  homes to make sure that 
the forest floor litter that winter wind, snow, ice 
and rain blew down does not become kindling for 
an August forest fire. 
 Our best friends for that job are the volun-

teers who make up the Greensprings Fire and 

Rescue (GSFR) and Oregon State Forestry. 

Every spring these folks give our school a day of 

labor. They show up with chain saws, a chipper, 

rakes, shovels, work gloves and good-hearted 

exuberance. We hope  many other neighbors will  

join them to scoop up the leaves and needles 

and downed branches into burn piles. The work 

party begins at 9:00 A.M. and ends with a hot 

dog feed at 2:00 P.M. You want to join them? 

Bring your rake or your wheelbarrow or anything 

else that might be useful and you and your 

friends and join the fun. We gather this year on 

Saturday, March 18.  Let’s hope all the snow is 

finally melted. If not bring your snow melter. Of 

course, kids are welcome! If you want to know 

more call Sam at the school or 

contact GSFR board chair, Phil 

Kling.  We hope to see you on 

Fire Wise Saturday, March 18th!  

Kerry’s Corner 

A Life in Politics 
When we moved here in 1975, Pat and I 

had been teachers back in Chicago for 

about five years but we never heard of a 

school board or a school budget. We 

were not here more than a few months 

when Pat was asked to join the school 

board. I joined the budget committee. 

Now we are old and are looking back on 

our lives  realizing that was the begin-

ning of what has turned out to be 47 

years of public school activism. Serving 

on a school budget committee is like 

going to the kindergarten of public ser-

vice in a democracy. The state asks pri-

vate citizens to take responsibility for 

how the tax payers (our) money is spent.  

At Pinehurst the budget committee con-

sists of the five school board members 

and up to five other residents who meet 

about three times each spring to help the 

school administration determine ways 

and means to meet the school’s needs. 

No one is born with a budget committee 

gene, nor can you go to budget commit-

tee school. All it takes is a willingness to 

jump in and learn the process by partici-

pating. We have four openings on the 

budget committee. Consider dipping 

your toe into local politics. We guaran-

tee you will not have to debate anyone or 

campaign. Just show up at three meet-

ings and enjoy doing good work with 

your neighbors. The announcement and 

application will be posted on the 

school’s website by 

March 9th. The applica-

tion deadline is March 

23rd.  

THE LUNCHBOX  
Please remember that 
our lunch time staffing 
and services are lim-
ited. We can only offer 

to heat up pre-cooked food in a 
microwave. It is disruptive for 
our lunch room monitor to boil 
noodles or manually heat things 
up on the stove. It would be very 
helpful if you and your child 
could prepare lunch in advance 
and send items that are ready to 
eat. Thank you for your assis-
tance with this!  


